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on extensively Sugar cotton and tobacco are also produced
on an increasing scale In the northern section vegetable
and gram crops are grown along the valley of the Rio Grande
The chief occupation on the dry uplands is cattle raising

FIG 171   DISTRIBUTING THE WATER
The distributing end of the irrigation scheme.   Diversion, canals
starting the water on an 80 mile journey from the dam in the
background to transform cactus and sagebrush country into the
plantations and gardens of Imperial Valley
The economy of the country is mainly agricultural and
pastoral with relatively few factory industries
The plateau contains nch and varied mineral resources and
a large turning industry flourishes The silver lead deposits
are most important Mexico is the leading producer of silver
and ranks third (after USA and Australia) in the pro-
duction of lead Antimony gold copper platinum mercury
sulphur coal and iron are continuously mined Petroleum is
also produced 44 million barrels (each 42 gallons) in 1941
compared with 1 404 million in U S A and 238 million in
USSR. The expioitafcoruof the mineral deposits by foreign